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Day Three Strategic Alliance Vist 
Day Three 

The whole of today was dedicated to meetings and discussions with 

various researchers at the International Center for Political Violence 

and Terrorism Research (ICPVTR) of the Nanyang Technological 

University, our main research collaborator for a research project related 

to Non-Profit Organizations. In the morning we were given some 

background briefing of ICPVTR activities and publications by the 

centre’s Associate Research Fellow, Ms Diane Russel Ong Junio. In 

attendance was also Dr Arabinda Acharya, a Research Fellow and 

Manager of Strategic Projects, As Mr Archarya was one of the two 

founding members of the center, he recounted the establishment of 

ICPVTR as a result of the 9/11 tragedy in the US in 2001. Basically the 

center was set up premised on four core objectives: (i) To conduct 

sustained research and analysis of terrorist, guerilla, militia and 

extremist political groups and their support bases. To this end, the 

Centre collects and analyses literature seeking to politicize and mobilize 

the public into supporting extremism and participating in violence; (ii) 

To identify the strengths and weaknesses of international, state and 

societal responses in managing the threat of political violence; (iii) To 

provide high quality instruction and training for officials and future 

leaders engaged in combating terrorism and other forms of political 

violence and (iv) To advise governments and inform societies affected 

by political violence on how best to manage the current and evolving 

threat. In the afternoon, Prof Dr Rohan Gunaratna, the Head of 

ICPVTR joined the meeting and he shared with us his own encounters 

and investigations in terrorism-related research. We were convinced 

that ICPVTR is indeed a good benchmark for ARI. We agreed to set up a 

research group (at ARI) who will be focusing on research to counter 

terrorism financing (TF) in the country. Various programs have been 

planned for 2011. Later in the afternoon, we were brought to tour the 

facilities available at ICPVTR. Very impressive indeed… 
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The Accounting Research Institute 

(ARI) is one of the six centres of 

excellence (HiCoE) recognized by the 

Malaysian Ministry of Higher 

Education (MOHE). Currently ARI's 

fundamental research is in the area of 

Islamic Financial Criminology. Since 

its formation in 2003, ARI has 

evolved from a small SIG to a MOHE 

CoE. Today ARI coordinates seven 

research centres that have been co-

established with various national and 

international professional agencies: 

CIMA-UiTM Asian Management 

Accounting Research Centre 

(AMARC); UiTM-MICG Corporate 

Governance Research Centre (CGRC); 

UiTM-ACCA Financial Reporting 

Research Centre (FCRC); UiTM-ACFE 

Asia-Pacific Forensic Accounting 

Research Centre (AFARe); UiTM-CPA 

Small & Medium Companies Research 

Centre (SMIREC); UiTM-APN Public 

Sector Accounting Research Centre; 

UiTM-ACCA Asia-Pacific 

Sustainability Research Centre 

(APCeS).
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